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IN ULSTER | 
Fiow do they cope with life 
thousands cheered of viesloiiee 9 


WHAT is it like to be living on a war-footing when you're in 
a wheelchair? Spastics News went to Northern Ireland to find 
out. The answer where Ulster is concerned is simple and stark: 


‘Very, very dangerous.’ As one spastic put it: ‘Theres no way 
| could survive a civil war, no way in the world,’ He'd been 
held up and robbed by armed gunmen in his home, and 
needed special police and army protection on the house for 
three weeks after bricks were hurled through his window, and 
he was threatened with being burnt out. 
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new home for one mother since the Provos ‘he tal heroes~they have to 
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camp to demonstrate. The mother, whose child 4,11. even more to the taxi SPastics News looks at the 
is heavily handicapped, flatly refused to comply. drivers — now the Belfast oad ahead for all the 
Since then all her neighbours, though they know —_ Education and Library Board, handicapped people in 


5 “Pit : the authority that runs the Northern Ireland. How 
how very disabled the child is, refuse to speak schools, endeavours to use are they coping among the 


to her and she is living in fear. Another mother taxi firms from the right area: bombs and bullets? Turn 
of a severely spastic child honestly admitted: ‘1 One in the Falls Road to to Page 5 for the start of 
dreaded coming to live in a ghetto — especially pring those children, a Shank- this issue’s special in-depth 
’ ill Road firm to transport yeport. with full pict 
a Protestant ghetto. that area’s children. It usually ~ _— wesciagy bees So 
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of those in England—except for the anti-shatter tape on turned back with the words: S ° by: ° fi 

the windows. A bomb had exploded near-by, blasting in| “You don’t come in here any ocla : € gi 

the windows and bringing down all the light-fittings. Had == ™ore,’ and that was that. WALTON Social Club, Surrey, 
the workshop not been closed for holidays there would But it is still an improve- |. has presented £600 to the White 
certainly have been casualties. ment on the past when the | Lodge School for. spastics at 


streets were littered with debris | Chertsey. Members raised the 
The school buses carry a sontown had to stay at 444 broken glass—taxi firms | Money with a series of bingo 


large sign in the front now home that day. sessions, sales and a sponsored 


Our picture shows | saying, ‘Handicapped A bomb incident in the Cont on Page 12 snooker exhibition. 
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| _ Tracey met 


the Pope 


Cont from Page 1 


from “near the River 
Thames,” and he smiled at 
that. 

‘It was then that the 
Pope went down on. his 
knees to talk to Tracey. He 
must have chatted to her 
for about 10 minutes, ask- 
ing her how old she was— 
“ten, but ’m nearly 11,” 
she told him—and he 
asked her how she liked 
school, and whether she 
had brothers and sisters? 
Tracey told him she had a 
brother. 

‘All this timé people 
were cheering and clapping 

_ and the noise was deafen- 
ing. Eventually his body- 
guard helped the Pope to 
his feet — and I must say 
I was most surprised tu see 
a gun in the guard’s arm- 
pit! As we made our way 
back down the aisle every- 
one was shouting “Bam- 
bino” and reaching out to 
try and touch Tracey be- 
cause the Pope blessed her. 

“L could just see my 
husband at the back — 
only one person was 

allowed to 
Tracey — and he stood 
out because he’s 6ft 4in 
and I could see the tears 
streaming down his face. 
We all wept then, it had 

_ been such a tremendous 
‘€motional experience. 
We're not devout church- 


- goers or anything and some 


people save all their lives 
so that they can go to see 
the Pope and as chance 
would have it, it'was ou 
lucky day.’ | 


LET ME SPEAK 


KITH AND KIDS 


support for their families. 


practical information. 


hy 


ORDER FORM 


Please send me: 
comme COPY/ies of LET ME SPEAK 


accompany | 


| 


Dorothy M Jeffree & Roy McConkey 


The learning-games of this book represent one of the 
‘most exciting modern advances in the teaching of the 
handicapped. A complete programme for parents 
and teachers of any children who are slow in acquiring 
language, it shows how to assess a child’s stage of 
language development and how to teach the skills 
necessary to reach the next stage. The authors are 
both Research Fellows at the Hester Adrian Research 
Centre, University of Manchester. 

Hardcover £3.50. Paperback £1.75 


Self-help for the Families of the Handicapped 
Maurice & Doreen Collins 


The story of how one family fought for the best for 
their handicapped child, and how with several other 
families they set upKith and Kids, which met on 
Sundays to puncture the Joneliness that afflicted all 
of them, and grew into a structured programme of 
activity and training for the children, and of informed 


A source of guidance and inspiration to all 
“handicapped families,”’ this book contains much 


Hardcover £4.00 Paperback £2.50 


These books may be obtained from your local bookseller, 
Souvenir Press, 43 Great Russell Street, London WCi 3PA 


Best to keep on the 


DEREK Cowell, 17, has 
passed the first grade to 
qualify for a white belt 
with the Tegatani Kempo 
Ju-Jitsu. group of Black- 
burn. Derek, who is spas- 
tic, takes part in the club’s 
many demonstrations, 
showing that it is possible 
to practise the art of self- 
defence from a wheelchair. 

His father, Mr Ken 
Cowell, says that the exer- 
cise has done a great deal 


to improve Derek’s co- 


ordination and he has made 
friends. 
_ Derek is pictured ward- 
ing off an attack by Mr 
Raymond Parker, 

Picture by courtesy of 


Lancashire Evening 
Telegraph, Blackburn. 


were ee 


possibly unique. 


The Kaufman’s triumph suggests a breakthrough in 
the perception of a seemingly hopeless condition 
that affects so many children. 
Hardcover £3.50 Paperback £2.25 


@ £3.75 per copy hardcover or £2.00 paperback 


This is a major new series of books that aims to make 
widely available the work now being done in opening up 
new possibilities for the handicapped and deprived. 
The first four books in the series are described here, and 
will be followed by future books written by many of the 

world’s leading authorities in the field. 


LIVES WORTH LIVING 


The Right of ALL the Handicapped 
Elizabeth & Michael Marais 


In this intensely human and at times angry book the 
authors review the whole field of opportunities 
offered the mentally handicapped, and argue that no 
human being, however handicapped, should be 
given up as “hopeless”. They write about what 

‘mental handicap is, about our social attitudes 
towards handicap, and above all, what is being done 
and what might be done to expand the educational, 
work and social opportunities for the handicapped. 
Hardcover {4.50 Paperback £2.75 


TO LOVE IS TO BE 
HAPPY WITH 


The Miracle of One Autistic Child 


Barry Neil Kaufman 

The extraordinary story of Barry and Suzi 
Kaufman’s efforts to reach their autistic child. 
Against all professional advice they refused to stop 
hoping, and the record of their son’s development 
from a lifeless, non-communicating child into an 
active, loving and verbal little boy is astonishing ~ 
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or in case of difficulty direct from the publisher: 


right side of Derek 
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in memory | 


of his son 
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DAVID Kossoff originally 


‘dedicated a year of his_ 


services as an entertainer 
free of charge, as a way 
of showing gratitude for 
the fact that his son, Paul, 
had recovered from drug 
addiction. Tragically the 
year is now a memorial to 
Paul, who collapsed and 
died soon after his father 
started the project. 

Yeovil and _ District 
Spastics Welfare Society 
joining forces with the 
local Focus Club have 
benefited from the Star’s 
generosity. David Kossof 
performed at a charity con- 
their behalf on 
November 390. 


leaflet for the 
of handicapped 
children entitled .‘Grow- 
ing Up and Growing 
Away, has been produced 
by The Spastics Society, 
and is available free. 

It covers the difficult period 
of ‘growing up’ when a handi- 
capped child turns from being 
a dependent part of his par- 
ents’ life to a prickly, often 
contrary individual with 
special problems. 

Sensible advice is given to 
parents who have a child 
attending a day school for the 


NEW 
parents 


first time. It is suggested 
that once it is realised that 


Help your children g 


row up to in 


New leaflet for parents 


the child) has settled down 


happily, full advantage should 
be taken of the spare time to 
enjoy life a little. 

If the handicapped child 
has been assessed as suitable 
for boarding school, ways and 
means of getting him com- 
fortably adjusted to the idea 


of going away are discussed— , 


talking about the school a 
lot, for instance, taking him 
shopping for new clothes, 
giving him a special present 
‘not to be unwrapped until 
Mum and Dad have gone 


home. The importance of 
writing him long, newsy_let- 
ters. visiting the school, or 
telephoning him is stressed. 

It is ‘pointed out that 
although the child is handi- 
capped he will still be inter- 
ested in sex and all questions 
should be answered. 

Advice on how to cope with 
a handicapped child’s ambition 
for the future is also discussed. 
The leaflet says that it is kinder 
to suggest fairly early on that 
there will be limitations to the 
types of job available to avoid 


What is the best way to get'to the airport? 


out the facts, answer your questions. 
u, SO we'll be only too gladto send 


Our free leaflets set 
They're there to help yo 


you all the copies you need. Please write to Air 


British Airports Authority, 2, Buckingham 
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welcome — 


LUTON Airport, the terminus — 
for many package tour opera- — 
tors, has a charity. box in the 
‘arrivals lounge where return. 


ing holidaymakers can deposit 


“their surplus foreign currency, 


When it was opened recently, 


staff found an envelope con- 
taining 20,000 lire (more than — 


£13) addressed to 
Spastics Fund.’ 


Two events... 


A BARGAINS. bazaar lived’ 
up to its name when it raised 
£205 for the Spastics Day 
Centre in Oldham. It 


“The English 


Dodd, of Dobcross. 


_.. Well named 


A NORWICH. Saturday Spec- 
tacular was a_ spectacular 
success—it made £1,000 for- 
The ‘Spastics Society and 
Leukaemia Research. 


————_-____-——_—_——________»~, 


ependence 


bitter disappointments 

‘Make sure that you 
loosening. the apron strings 
steadily as your handicapped- 
child develops, says the 


leaflet, ‘Though you may not 


realise it he will want his inde- 


pendence ‘as much as anyone ~ 


else.’ 
Single leaflets are available 


from the Information Depart-— 


ment, The Spastics Society, 12 
Park Crescent, London WIN 
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4EQ. Bulk supplies from Mrs * 
Joyce Knowles, Castle Priory 


College, Wallingford, Berks. 
Other leaflets available in 
the series are:—Your Child is 
Spastic, The Handicapped 
Child Within the Family. 


_ Flying when youre disable 


What sort of facilities can 


; you expect at the airport? 
Do you need to give advance on 


notice of your requirements? 


port Services, 
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1 AM writing to you concern- 
rae ing the article in November’s 
_ Spastics News on disabled 
people losing unclaimed bene- 
P- fits. I am disabled myself 
and did not know what I was 
entitled to. It was only by 
= chance. that I read about these 
_ allowances in the newspaper. 
: The ideal way for the dis- 
abled to learn what they are 
entitled to would be for the 
social security people, who 
: have the names on record, to 
write and advise them to claim 
when new -allowances come 
inte force. All this I realise 
would be a big job as: there 

are so many disabled people 


I LIKED the way Liz Cook 
wrote the story about John 
Pa Bonser in’ Spastics News and 
-* I should like to tell you 
; another story on the same 
dines about him and his kind- 
_. ness to me. First I will tell you 
a little about myself. I live 
in an old people’s home, have 
~ been here 17 years, my age 
is 58, I’m slightly spastic, and 
had little or no schooling, so 
my spelling is not up to much 
because I’ve taught myself as 
~ much as I could. 


- and married a resident — he 


; little while after the Matron 
of the home got me my first 
holiday from here by sending 
-me to Bryn Mor in Caernar- 


vonshire, Wales, for two 
weeks. When I arrived with 
my escort, who was due to 
~~ go back to Leicester the next 
- day, John was there. He had 
come with a group in_ their 
own bus, but had only one 
week’s holiday. He saw I was 
on my own so came and spoke 
to me. We soon became good 
friends and with the group. 
too. When the bus driver 
took them out on trips around 
Wales John would ask if I 
could go along too. I had 
many a treat like that which 
I’ve never forgotten. There 
was a shop a few yards from 
Bryn Mor and I wanted to get 
some gifts. John went with me 
and carried them back. He 
helped me, and others who 
were there, a lot. I thought he 


AUTOMATIC flushing, 
warm water washing 
and hot air ~ drying 
from one simple 
operation. 
ELIMINATES the need 
for nursing assistance 
and manual cleansing 
for all but the most 
severely handicapped. 
No  unhygenic paper 
and eliminates use of 
hands. 


ESTABLISHED and 


proved in operation 
over many years. 
Thousands in use in 
UK and throughout 
Europe. 
SUITABLE for  geri- 
atric, arthritic, blind, 
spastic, thalidomide, 
paraplegic, physically 
and mentally handi- 
Mat. 


capped patients. — 
ernity model available. 
IDEAL for installation 
in private homes as 
well as hospitals and 
other institutions. 
RESTORES privacy and 
dignity as well as sav~- 
ing valuable nursing 
time. 


‘In my first year here I met 


only lived two years, so’ a 


about, so I suggest that all 


disabled people should read 
hewspapers very carefully and 
listen to news bulletins and 
when new benefits are men- 
tioned to get in touch. right 
away with social security and 
find out what they are en- 
titled to. : 
{ do not know if this letter 
can be published in your 
paper for the benefit of others, 
but I do hope so. Good luck 
to everyone. 
Miss M. V. Oxford, 
Ambleside Drive, 
Southend-on-Sea, 
Essex. 


I'll never forget 
John’s kindness 


had a heart of gold as nothing 
was too much trouble to him. 
I knew some of his life 
story but it made me_ think 
when I read the rest of it. I 
am very glad for his sake he 
has a nice flat of his own and 
the best of luck to him. 
Winifred Ducksbury, 
Loudon House, 
Ridgway Road, 
Ashby-de-la-Zouch, 
Leicester. 


‘Doing my 
own thing’ 


1 AM a great reader of the 
Spastics News, and it did my 
heart good to hear about John 
Bonsor, wrongly condemned 
for 30 years in an institution, 
who now has a flat of his own. 
I would }ike to wish him the 
best of luck, 

I have been in these homes 
myseHl since 1939 and I am 
now 46 years old and spastic, 
but not too bad. I would give 
my right hand to live on my 
own in a flat. There would be 
people saying ‘she could not 
do it,’ but it’s not been proved, 
yet. As Mr Bonsor said, ‘his 
home is his castle,’ and it must 
be wonderful for him to have 
his freedom after all those 
years, 

J hear people are waiting to 
go into homes, and here I am 
wanting to try to do my own 
thing! 

Miss Lucy Flynn, 
Tan-y-Bryn Home, 
St George Road, 
Abergele, Clwyd. 


CLOS O MAT (GREAT BRITAIN) LTD 


2 Brooklands Road, Sale, Cheshire 
061 973 6262 
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rewarded 


HAVING read the letter of 
the. ‘Angry Mother’ in your 
November issue, I feel com- 
pelled to. write. Had my own 


mother shared these views 
when confronted with a 
heavily physically  hendi- 


capped spastic. daughter and 
had not struggled to train me 
in my own home environment, 
to prepare me to hold my own 
in a normal infants’ school, 
I should not be the independ- 
ent person I am today. I hold 
down a full time job, drive 
myself to work, run my own 
home, am an active member 
of my church, a helper at the 
local branch of the Gateway 
Club for mentally handi- 
capped children, and haye a 
wide cirele of friends, both 
handicapped and otherwise. ° 

I would like to assure this 
mother that any sacrifice she 
might have to make now will 
have its own reward in the 
future, 


Joyce Bullock, 
Apley Road, 
Reigate. 


Whose side 
is she on? 


WITH reference to the letters 
published in your October edi- 
tion of the Spastics News, I 
wonder if I might make the 
following comments: 


Rosalind Osborne’s remarks 
about the DDA are quite out- 
rageous and rather insulting to 
the many of our members who 
are spastics .. . and who have 
given of their time and effort 
in formulating the policies of 
the DDA over the last three 
decades, and to suggest that 
we are ‘ever-vociferous’ greedy, 
et cetera, makes me wonder 
whose side she is on. I can only 
assume that she has neither 
read Baroness Sharp’s report 
on the Mobility for the Dis- 
abled nor the subsequent com- 
ments that lady has made in 
the Press about the shoddy way 
the disabled have ben treated 
in this matter. J can assure 
Rosalind that it is not our fault 
that the Government of the day 
blatantly ignores our reason- 
ing, perhaps she would like to 
join us in our next mass lobby 
of Parliament to see this 
obtuseness at first hand. 

Regarding the trike (Ive 
driven them for 21 years), it is 
surely typical of the times we 
live in that when our political 
masters canno@find an honour- 


for handicapped 


COLLEGE lecturer Peter Toft wandered into a chain 


store one day and bought a simple electrical toy. He 
adapted its flimsy controls to a light but robust box switch 
and for the first time in his life a severely athetoid little 
boy had a toy he could actually play with. ‘Since then 
I’ve been sold on the idea of adapting toys for handi- 
capped children. I used to go round all the toy shops 
buying up suitable toys, but now I’ve found a sympa- 


thetic wholesaler.’ 

By buying at cost prices, 
Peter is able to adapt the 
toy’s tiny switches to his 
specially devised switch 
box so that the price to a 
parent is no greater than 
buying it over the toy- 
shop counter. 


Peter lectures in engineering 
at Woolwich College, South 
London, and his interest in 
working with the handicapped 
grew out of taking a party of 
students on a visit to a special 
education school. ‘A teacher 
asked if there was any way If 
could produce a_ teaching 
machine for a handicapped 
child. This was in the days 
before Possum — the machine 
that gives the handicapped a 
lot of personal independence. 
The machine I made was suc- 
cessful and I went on to pro- 
duce more than a dozen for 
London schools. Then my 
attention was drawn to this 
severely athetoid boy who’d 
never had a toy to play with, 
and I put a directional switch 
with a time delay on it for him 
and by then I was sold on the 
idea.’ 

Each Tuesday evening from 
7 pm to 9 pm Peter holds a 
special engineering group at the 
college for parents and inter- 
ested helpers to make equip- 
ment for the handicapped. The 
Woolwich branch of the 


Rotary Club helps by financing 


able way out of a problem they 
suddenly remember the EEC, 
and, lo and behold, a ready- 
made excuse pops up! But why 
don’t they give us some of the 
European solutions to the prob- 
lem, or would that be too much 
like taking the advice that has 
been so freely and vociferously 
offered by all the voluntary 
organisations who are. con- 
cerned about the mobility of 
the disabled. 
Kenneth Matheson, 
Executive Committee, 
The Disabled Drivers’ 
Association, 
Ashwellthorpe, 
Norwich. 


NEWLOCK 
TOOL CO. 


Toolmakers 


28 HULME LOCK, EGERTON ST. 
MANCHESTER 15 


Telephone: 061-832 8492 


L 


lifetime of trouble-free service, 


WINDOWS 


In so many ways Anglian can improve your living conditions, 
make your home lighter, brighter, warmer. The superb range 
of Anglian products, all manufactured from Satin finish ano- 4 
dised aluminium, require no maintenance and will give you a “= 
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Head Office: OAK STREET, NORWICH, Tel: 29337, 
Branches throughout the country. Consult the Yellow Pages, 
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the project and the Federation 
Combined Occupation Centre 
run by the London Borough of 
Greenwich make the switches. 
‘This way handicapped adults 
are able to help handicapped 
children, it provides them with 
a great sense of job satisfac- 
tion,’ said Peter. 

Mrs Mavis Reynolds. of the 
Greenwich Toy Library, was 
the first person to actually 
identify the need for the 6in 
square easy-to-operate switch 
for battery-operated toys and 
is also a member of Mr Toft’s 
evening engineering class. 

The toys are adapted to order 
and have been seen on:the ITV 
‘Link’ programme for the dis- 
abled. They range from a 
Boeing 747 with lighted en- 
gines and engine sound which 
travels in circles, to a Con- 
corde, robots with flashing eyes 
and swinging arms, to Tom 


se 


SPASTICS NEWS 3. 


They must tell us Sacrifice is| Switching toys into fun aids 
about benefits 


and Jerry and Noddy cars. The 
cost varies from £4 to £7 and 
includes postage and packing. 
To date the work centre has 
completed almost 100 orders 
that have literally come from 
the length and breadth of the 
country. ‘Unfortunately, the 
wholesaler has now cleared his 
stock and we are waiting for 
the New Year when he re- 
stocks. We will either continue 
to produce these toys or adapt 
new ones if he enlarges his 
range, Peter explained. 
Further details can be ob- 
tained from: the Federation 
Occupation Centre, Federation 


Road, Abbey Wood, London 


SE2. 


Other toys available include 
the Marx assault tank which is" 
also adapted by replacing the 


small hand-held switch with 
the box unit. This costs £11 
plus postage from the Ashley 
Day Centre, Parry Place, Wool- 
wich SE18, It is available te 


order but not before Christmas, — 
The Raleigh ‘mini trike’ has— 


been adapted so it can be pro- 
pelled by moving the handle- 
bars backwards and forwards 
and has a tray for the feet. It 


costs £15 plus postage from 


Tunnel Avenue Industrial 
Training Centre, Tunnel 
Avenue, Greenwich, SE10, and 
there are six in stock. 


ee Gi 
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PETER Toft’s toys get a test-run from one of the experts who 


finds Peter’s box-switch just the job to get action from a bat- 


| tery -powered tug. 


Power 
Electrical Co — 


Proprietor : P. E. C. (MAIDSTONE) LTD 


Electrical installation 
engineers 


REPAIR WORK UNDERTAKEN 


WARWICK PLACE, MAIDSTONE MEI6 8BQ 


Telephone Maidstone 52044 


Lead the field in Patio Doors, Replaceme 


Precision-made,available single 
or double glazed, Anglian Patio 
Doors will improve the appear- 
ance of your home, create a 
feeling of spaciousness and 
light. 

Out with those old rust: 
ing or rotting window frames, 
in with superb Anglian Re: 
placement Windows. Many de- 
signs to choose from, a choice 

of single or hermetically sealed 
double glazed units. 
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Director s 


‘NEW deal’ for the 
mentally handicapped was 
called for yesterday by Mr 
James Loring. Director of 
The Spastics Society in a 
submission of evidence to 
the Jay Committee of 
Enquiry into Mental 
Handicap and Care, on 
November 16. 

He suggests. that a 
National Consumer Advi- 
sory Committee on mental 
handicap be set up and that 
mental handicap should 
become the responsibility 
-of the Minister for: the 
Disabled» 

“Approximately 50 per cent 
of the people in mental handi- 
cap hospitals do not require 
‘nursing or nursing skills,’ says 
Mr Loring. ‘And there is an 
urgent need, despite the econo- 
mic situation, to plan ahead'on 
the assumption that in due 
course programmes of com- 
munity care by local authori- 
ties will be revived. 

‘Even now, thousands of 
children remain in long stay 
hospitals, children who could 
be more suitably accommo- 
dated elsewhere and who in 
environment would 
have a chance to live normal 
lives.’ tog 

Adequate attention was not 
being paid to prevention, Far 
morte resources should be made 
available for this. ‘It is gener- 
ally accepted,’ says Mr Loring, 
‘that if all available knowledge 
was fully applied 50 to 60 per 
cent of all casés of. cerebral 
palsy could be prevented.’ 


‘new deal 


| 


z plea for | 


The Stars Organisation for Spastics Presents. - 


“Cinderella and Dick Whittington” 


Two popular pantomimes on 
one disc, with an all star cast, 
a superb Christmas gift: 
Available from all good record 
shops now. Recommended 

retail price—£1.49 


Farly bird snaps up 


| Carried away’ at 


new Spastics Shop 


ACTRESS Nerys Hughes 
got more than she _ bar- 
gained for when she 
‘sneaked away’ from 
rehearsals for her latest TV 
series recently. For the 
lovely ‘Liver Bird’ dashed 
down to Southend to open 
the latest Spastics Shop, 
named, aptly enough — 
Society, in London Road. 


She had a couple of sur- 
prises. She spotted her uncle, 
Mr Tom Parry, in the crowd 
at the opening. They had not 


met for some time, and Uncle 
Tom became one of Society’s 
first customers when he bought 
Nerys a charming piece of 
China pottery. 

But Nerys was busy doing her 
own shopping: ‘E don’t know 
I always get carried away in 
these shops — there is so much 
to see and buy,’ she said. Her 
main problem was to get two 
chairs, a basket, lamp, a set of 
plates, a teapot and milk jug, 
plus a few lesser odds and ends 
back home to her London flat. 

Between buying her bargains, 
Nerys had time to meet the 
Mayor and Mayoress of South- 
end, Councillor and Mrs 
Neville Moss, and the staff of 
Society. She was also intro- 
duced to Mr Ricky Gower, 
Essex Regional Manager for 
the Spastics Pool. Brochures 
and leafiets about the Pool will 
be displayed at strategic point 
of sale spots, in the new shop. 
The idea, it is hoped, will bring 
a few more recruits to the 
Pool family. 


Nerys — a_ hard-working 
member of the Stars Organisa- 
tion for Spastics and a member 


‘of the committee that runs 


Wakes Hall Spastics Centre —- 
told Ricky that they all appre- 
ciated how much the Pool 
handed over to help them in 
their work for spastics. 

Mr Eddie Chapleo, Principal 
at Wakes Hall, who has taken 
control of the Southend shop 
temporarily for The Spastics 
Society—it will be run on simi- 
lar lines to the highly success- 
ful Wakes Hall shop in Col- 
chester — said: ‘We run our 
shops on a strictly business and 
competitive basis except that 
the profits go to the charity 
instead of shareholders!’ 

Meanwhile, in true Liver 
Bird style, Nerys Hughes had 
charmed a couple of men {to 
help her cram her bargain buys 
into a railway carriage on her 
way back to London. 


EDITH Davis, of SE London, 
would like a male pen friend, 
aged about 36, preferably liv- 
ing in the London area. Miss 
Davis, who is 34, is 5ft tall, 
with auburn hair and hazel 
eyes. She is spastic and can- 
not walk very far. 


Department of Education Enquiries Welcome; Private and Contract Hire; Public Tours; Distance no Object. 


RICHARDSON’S 


OF LOCKERBIE 


—_—_— 


Coach and Car Hirers “=22™7 


39 Bridge Street, Lockerbie, Dumfries-shire Lockerbie 2340 
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Are you losing out - 


sa as 
DECEMBER 1976 — 


on mobility cash? © 


MR Alfred Morris, MP, 
the Minister for the. Dis- 
abled, emphasised the need 
to make sure that the 


Government’s new £5 a 
week Mobility Allowance 
goes to the families of 
every severely disabled 
child. Some children who 
were eligible were still not 
being claimed for. 

Mr Morris,.who was speak- 
ing at the NAIDEX Exhibition 
of aids for the disabled in 
Brighton’ in November, said: 
‘In two weeks’ time, thousands 
of severely disabled children in 
the age group 11 to 14 will 
receive outdoor mobility help 
for the first time ever when 
they receive their first pay- 
ment of Mobility Allowance. 


‘Even now, however, there 
are still some severely disabled 
children for whom the allow- 
ance has not been claimed. So 
I appeal to anyone 
knows of a family with a dis- 
abled child who might 
eligible to’make sure that the 
Mobility Allowance is drawn 
urgently to their attention. 

‘While even one disabled 
child does not receive 
benefit to which he or. she is 


entitled, the intentions of the 
Government and of Parliament — 
The message ~ 
I want to get to those who are ~ 
new © 
allowance is “Claim now and 


are frustrated. 


entitled ‘to claim the 
avoid losing money.” Jet us 
all try to ensure that the new 


allowance goes to every one of 


the disabled children who are _ 


entitled’ to it.’ 


The debt we owe to- 
this man of vision 


THE Spastics Society was 
founded nearly 25 years 
ago with a £5 note and the 
enthusiasm of four people 
determined to move moun- 
tains for the neglected 
cause of the cerebral 


palsied. One of the 
founders was Eric Hodgson 
—the early meetings were 
held in his home at Croy- 
don—and he became the 
Society’s first Honorary 
Secretary. 

~ On October 20, after a long 
ilmess, Eric Hodgson died, 
mourned by everybody con- 
nected with the Society. We 
owe him a great debt. 

One of the people who knew 
him best is Ian Dawson Shep- 
herd, the Society’s first Chair- 
man, and a member of that 
quartet of founders whose 
vision and enterprise brought 
the problems of spastics to the 
nation’s conscience. Mr Daw- 
son Shepherd, a member of 
the Society’s Executive Coun- 
cil, has written this tribute to 
Eric Hodgson: 


ERIC Hodgson had all the 
characteristics of a York- 
shireman: determination, 
directness, dourness. He 
had the horse sense, the 
hard headedness, the wry 
humour... and the kind 
heart. The Spastics Society 
needed just these qualities 
in its leaders to survive in 
its early days. 

He was a founder member 
of the Society but he had 
helped to found it long before 
it came into being in Janu- 
ary 1952. Way back in 1948 
when his daughter Susan was 
a pupil at St Margaret’s 
School in Croydon, the -first 
residential school for spastic 
children in the world, he was 
a founder member of the St 
Margaret’s Parents’ Associa- 
tion and became its Secretary. 
Soon he was in constant corres- 
pondence and on Christian 


name terms with the secre- 
taries and chairmen of the 


handful of other Parents’ 


“Groups that had been started 


with the encouragement of the 
British Council for the Wel- 
fare of Spastics. His friendli- 
ness was to prove vital. 

The other Honorary Officers 
of the St Margaret’s Parents’ 
Group were Jean Garwood, 
Alex Moira and I. Eric, Alex 
and I each had a daughter at 


St Margaret’s, so naturally our 
burning question was, ‘What 
next?’ when at 13 or 14 our 
daughters would have to leave. 
There was no follow on. No 
senior schools. No homes, 


No training centres. No work- _ 


shops. And the British Coun- 
cil was not keen to start any. 
In their view the spastics 
problem was under control. 


The break 


For three years from 1949 
onward .we battled with the 
Council for a secondary school 
and then, getting nowhere, 
decided to break with them. 
Bric, knowing the break 
inevitable », . goodness, how 
he rallied against the BCWS! 

. strengthened his relation- 
ship with the groups. By 1951 
we had planned the — break, 
planned a secondary school, 
planned a Society and based 
our strength on Eric’s claim 


that the handful of groups. 


would leave the BCWS - and 
swing over with us. With a 
singular lack of modesty. we 
called our minute — splinter 


group the National Spastics 


Society, 

Eric was elected Secretary. 
He was right, most .of the 
Zroups swung over to us, 


Forgot caution 


Yorkshire caution was part 
of Eric’s character, too. Yet 
he knew well when to throw 
caution out of the window. 
During most of the Society’s 
early days that window was 
kept wide open. For at the 


founding meeting in January 


1952 it. became patently 
obvious that one secondary 
school was a nonsense objec- 
tive. We needed to provide 
every type of help that spastic 
children and adults needed, 
On that day our job suddenly 
grew a hundred times its size. 
Eric did not quail. When I 
volunteered to raise £1,000,000 
‘to start with,’ he laughed but 
accepted the impossibility. The 
Society had to take risks, big 
risks, ridiculous risks: it. was 
the only way it could grow. We 
bought buildings on tick long 
before we had the money; we 


ploughed our money back into 
more money raising schemes 
instead of spending it on. 
spastic children; we took 
chances that could have 
slapped the Society straight 
into Carey Street time and 
again. Eric, a 
Engineer, sober of 


servant 


Croydon local authority, used aS 


to interminable discussion 
before approving the official 
expenditure of a £5 note, faced 
and shared the Society's risks 
coolly like a big time gambler. 

He 


he put his foot down hard. 
And once decided on ‘a course 
of action he was immovable, 
Yet he was a democrat to his 


fingertips: Majority will was— 


law ..:-but) he relied.’ on 


‘swinging his minority into a — 


majority. And he was a born 


committee man, knowing his | 


constitution backward and his 


committee procedure all ways, - 
He= 3 
believed strongly, too, in the — 
groups freedom from Head- | 
» and “3s 
the Society has much to thank 
the. = 


often tying me in knots. 


quarters interference . . 


him for in this. For 
Groups could grow largely in 


their own, ways and their own 
initiative and ideas were their 


strength. 


His strength 


Eric left the Society after x 


six years as Secretary to the 
Executive Committee, as an 
Honorary Officer and as a 
tower of strength on numerous 
other committees. During 
those six years he had prob- 


ably attended one if not two 


evening or week-end meetings 
a week, every week, every 


‘month, every year. 


He left, typically, ‘on a point 
of order.’ He believed the 
Society was getting top heavy. 
Too many Chiefs, too few 
Indians. His leaving was a 
great pity. The Society was 
making about £1,000,000 a year 
and just clawing its way into a 


big expansion. It needed a 
growing staff. But 
needed Eric’s horse sense. 


Nevertheless’ he left behind 
him a sound structure he had 
largely helped to build: And 
he left me with many lasting 
memories of a cheerful, lovable 
companion, a difficult, opinion- 
ated, courageous, loyal strong 
fighter who never gave up. 

_ Twenty-five thousand spas- 
tic people can be glad he lived 
and was determined to help 
not only his own daughter 
Susan, but all others so handi- 
capped, 


who ~ 


be | 


the - 


had heart - searching. 
moments, of course. Sometimes | 


\ 


Chemical 


*) 


? 


v4 pate orntte bbe we beats 


it also - a 


THE start of the school day for four-year-old Stephen 
Hanna, held by his father, the Rey Desmond Hanna, while 
mother Barbara and younger brother Niall wait to say 
goodbye. 


the district they visit. 


Whether it’s guidance actuators for the Moon 
Landings, or Tape-controlled Machine Tools 
producing parts for the latest medical equip- 
ment, the name MOOG is synonymous with 
Advanced Technology. 


Moog Limited, PO Box 8, Runnings Road, 
Cheltenham, Glos. Tel 0242 35521. 


MOOG Companies in the USA, Germany, France and 
Japan 


Other 
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IRMA Powell, a trained and qualified child-care worker, hands out milk to the nursery 
class above, and below hands over little Roberta Carmichael, aged three, into the care 
of bus driver Robert Milliken and escort Mrs Elizabeth Robertson. The latter has been 
doing the job for seven years and speaks warmly of all the parents she meets—whatever 


THE end of the working day for Work Centre employees 


Rachel Eakin, Sally Davidson, Mary Greene and Rosanne 


Officer Andrew Park. 


Flannigan, pictured with Appeal 


MRS Heather Wylie, a 
qualified child care worker 
who has helped with the 
nursery class for nine years, 
with Sandra Moore, four. 


CO-OPERATION between the oldest and youngest in 
the class, soldier’s daughter, Cheryl Rae, four, helps Paul 
McGuiness, aged nine, get to his feet. 


_H. G. JACKSON 


SOLID FUEL, OIL AND GAS 
CENTRAL HEATING 
DOMESTIC AND COMMERCIAL 


PROMPT ATTENTION 


5 Featherbed Lane, Harlescott, 
Shrewsbury. Tel 55132 
Longden. Tel Hanwood 464 


Specialists in 
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GEORGE McDowell, the only ‘Peto’ child in Northera 
Ireland, with his school’s much-loved and occasionally 
obedient mascot Tara, and in the background one of the 
school buses. 


MARTINA McCamphill, 17, has just started training at 
Parkanaur and hopes to return to her home in London- 


derry to work as a secretary. ‘I’m looking forward to 
getting a job and being independent.’ 


MARY Greene and Dorothy Anderson with Balmoral 
Work Centre Manager Vicky Fraser. All three have been 
at the Centre since it started. ‘ 


Contact for good service 


THE BURY DANCE AND 
GYMNASTIC SUPPLIES 


15 Union Arcade, Bury, Lancs. Tel 061 761 7499 


We specialise in Leotard Tights, all types of Dance and Gym 
Shoes, Leichner Make-Up etc. 


Contracts would be welcome from all Educational Depart- 
ments 
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Sp GENEROUS PART EXCHANGE ALLOWANCE ON 
COOKERS FROM WOLVERHAMPTON’S LEADING INDEPENDANT STOCKIST 


I'ma ee 
CREDA es 


HORIZON 22 


CAVALIER 
FOUR 
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FREE DELIVERY up to 50 miles 

: FREE FITTING To an existing point for cash 
ALL CHECKS WELCOME 

All New Cookers fully Guaranteed 


CORGI REGISTERED GAS INSTALLERS 


HARTILLS OF WOLVERHAM 


CLIFTON HOUSE, CLIFTON STREET, CHAPEL ASH, 
WOLVERHAMPTON, TEL: 26906 : 


PTON 


(Est.1920) 


NORTHERN 
FABRICATION 
on 


Dust and fume extraction 
ventilation, fabrications 


High House Terrace, Sheftield 
S6 2HX Tel Sheffield 349933 


Telephone: LYE 3025/6/7/8 


FILTRATION & 


VALVES LTD 


Manufacturers of ‘Vee-Bee’ range 
of Filters, Strainers and Separators 


Pw See 


‘Vee-Bee’ Works, Bromley Street 
Lye, nr Stourbridge, West Midlands 


Grams : ‘Filters’ Stourbridge. Telex: 33-557 
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Rowley 
Regis 


BUILDING 
SOCIETY 


Is pleased to continue to 
acknowledge the excellent work 
carried out by The Spastics Society 


223 Halesowen Road, Cradley Heath, 
Warley, West Midlands B64 6JQ. 


Telephone Ne: Cradley Heath 60351 


Branches and Branch Agencies throughout the 
Black Country 
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Suances ' 


Ulster has Flying 
therapists 


HHH 


Squad of 


PADDY Baillie, the travelling advice clinic’s senior physio- 
therapist, has nothing but praise for the way Peter Kelly, aged 
eight, is coming on. She sees him every two months at Craig- 


IN the bad old days, par- 
ents of handicapped child- 
ren would be _ travelling 
anything over 100 miles 
each way to bring their 
children to the Advice 
Clinic in Belfast run by the 
Northern Ireland Council 
for Orthopaedic Develop- 
ment. By the time they got 
there the children would be 
too tired to do anything. 


These days they’re 
luckier—a ‘Flying Squad’ 
of therapists headed by Mrs 
Helen Mulligan, superin- 
tendent _ physiotherapist, 
provide a travelling advice 
clinic. As one of the 
physiotherapists, Heather 
McKee, put it: ‘We've 
brought the mountain to 
Mahomet.’ 

The squad travels upwards 
of 5,000. miles a month 
assessing, advising and treat- 
ing small children. Twice a 
month they go to Londonderry, 
100 miles northwest of Bel- 
fast, twice a month to Craig- 
avon, 30 miles south, and once 
to Omagh. . 

The mothers come by car, 
public transport or ambulance 
from their villages, and a 
journey of 40 miles is not 
unusual. The Advice Clinic 
held. at. Craigavon—a new 
town in the process of develop- 
ing from neighbouring Lurgan 
and Portadown, is in the area 
hospital’s physiotherapy 
department. One of NICOD’s 
hopes for the future is to have 
separate buildings specifically 
for the clinics in the grounds 
of the hospitals and schools 
they now visit. 

Being new, Craigavon Area 


MRS Hilary Getty is Mitchell House School's 
therapist, coming first to the school for a year 
returning im 1967, and has 
watches nine-year-old Donna Donnegan practise on th 
bars. 
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been there ever since, 


avon Area Hospital. Peter was able-bodied until the age of five 
when he underwent an appendix operation and an undetected 
heart condition led to a cardiac arrest and left him spastic, 


Hospital has all the advantages 
of space, light and colourful 
decoration to make the wait 
for an appointment more 
cheerful for the children. 

Paddy Baillie, senior physio- 
therapist, is treating little Lisa 
Hanthorne, aged 44, as ‘a 
cerebral palsy case although 
her diagnosis reveals a chromo- 
some abnormality so rare that 
only 11 have been recorded in 
the world. 

Tronically her mother is a 
midwife. Said Mrs Violet 
Hanthorne: ‘Abnormal babies 
—yes, I’ve delivered lots and 
lots of them.’ At birth Liza 
weighed 4lb loz and at first 
her mother was told: ‘She’s 
tiny, but doing fine.” Twenty- 
four hours later came the 
shock announcement: ‘She’s 
likely to die before she’s six 
months old.’ Tests had indi- 
cated an abnormality. 

‘We thought if she’s only 
going to live six months we’ll 
take her home,’ so once she’d 
reached 5lb, Lisa went home. 
Further tests seemed to indicate 
a genetic fault. That gave her 
a possible life-span of a year 
—the oldest recorded case of a 
child with Edward’s syndrome 
was 11. Mrs  Hanthorne 
eventually became pregnant 
again—the baby was born 
dead, apparently perfectly 
normal, nine weeks early. 
And there were to be more 
blows. Last winter Mrs Han- 
thorne, expecting another 
baby, underwent amniocentsis 
—a test of the fluid round the 
baby. The result was chilling. 
The baby Mrs Hanthorne was 
carrying was grossly abnormal 
and was delivered 24 hours 
later dead. The Hanthorne’s 
were told they had a 1-3 risk 
of an abnormal baby. 


Chief Physio- 
in 1963 and 
Here she 
€ walking 


THE school bank, along with the school shop, draws enthusiagis 
prise, the bank’s clients have cheque books and get acknowledy,. 
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bank its hours are Monday and Thursday. 


School helps the 
as well as the, 


MATTHEW GIBSON is 
tall, urbane and wel- 
coming — the type of 
man any parent would 
wish to be the head of 
the school their child 
attended. So it is just 


as well that he’s the 


Principal of Mitchell 
House School, Belfast, 
Where the 60 pupils 
have just one thing in 
common — a physical 
disability so great that 
it rules out the chance 
of their attending 
normal schools — in 
the first years of for- 
mal education at least. 

Their ages range from 24 
to 17, their disabilities 
from cerebral palsy and 
spina bifida to muscular 
dystrophy and less com- 
mon handicaps. His 
empathy with his charges 
was summed up by one 
parent: ‘You get the feel- 
ing he’s never so happy as 
when he’s loaded the kids 
up in the Land-Rover and 
taken them off for a week’s 
camping.’ 

His study differs from that 
of many heads by having what 
at first appears to be an ordin- 
ary TV set, and is, in fact, just 
a monitor—for the thousands 
of pounds worth of video 
equipment there as well. 

The Land-Rover and video 
equipment are all testimony to 
the generous and fund-raising 
skill of the Friends of Mitchell 
House Committee set up by the 
parents and outside organisa- 
tions like the Round Table, 
Rotary, and Lions. Just a few 


MITCHELL House Principal 


Brown with the recently 


| 


£3,000 to come in for the hey 
Land-Rover, the only problem hey 
was whether it would bear too 9a 
strong a resemblance to an & 
Army patrol vehicle, and there. jan 
fore risky. are 
In just one year the Friends ie) 
have raised nearly £10,000. A 
plea for Green Shield Stamps jes 
in order to get an electric if 
wheelchair for pupils to use in hs 
the Stoke Mandeville Games jg! 
resulted in a deluge that was  jho 
embarrassing. Thousands of | «pria 
the little sticky green squares ot 
along with at least three 4k 
cheques for the full amount of — ja 
the chair’s cost came in. —_jgtg 
Mr Gibson is keen to fh} 
encourage parental involve- ing 
ment in the school, so any yj 
special skill can be utilised: did 
so a child whose father is any { 
electrician will be asked to 
help out on an electrical prob. 


Jem, and so on. But it goes at 
deeper than that. Mr Gibson ade 
explains: Bu 


‘A lot of parents come to iy 
see me because their child has — ia 
been put down for the school; {5 
but they have no clear idea just — ha 
what’s the matter with their hi 
child. They’ve been told its @ 
handicapped and their minds inf 
have just gone blank, they im 
haven’t taken in anything else, 
Often they’re told in a rather — 
clinical manner. So weve ka 
tackled the problem in a num- fy 

We've set up & ilo 
support group. It ii 


ber of ways. 

parents’ 

gives a list of names and if 
addresses of parents who can I 
be contacted at any time 4 
because they’ve been through ty 
the shock already. Were — 
sending a letter to doctors 
explaining this and asking — 
them to pass the information 
on. Ay 

‘We also organise a small 

meeting between Mrs Helen 4 
Mulligan, the superintendent — it 
physiotherapist, the doctor, and ~ 
me in a small room so that © 
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Matthew Gibson with Stuart Co 
donated Land-Rover for outdoor 


favourites. Early fears that the vehicle could be mistaken for 42 4 


unfounded and there have been several successful camping trips 
LLL 
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It looks just like any 
other work centre... 
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Parking is easier with 


Me rscatenes teeta tilt tst 


Look out for our yellow and black sign at cities 
and airports all over the country. Over 200 parks 
in London alone. 


stom. Run as a solid enter- 
i slips. But being an exclusive 


parents 
hildren 


ith ey can ask all the questions 


: Parking is easier with NCP 
es | NATIONAL CAR PARKS LTD 
| 60 CHARLOTTE STREET 


LONDON. W1 
Tel: 637 9191 


AL EI LO re 


BALMORAL Work Centre is a hive of profitable industry with its 40 workers and five instructors. 
A contract for a local linen firm exporting to America has taken on a seasonal flavour as the 
workers make up printed linen calendars for 1977. Hospital packing is a permanent contract and 
free wood from a local timber merchants is chopped and bundled for firewood. Volunteers from 


hey’ve been too overwhelmed 
i\to ask before.’ 
| Robert McDowell is Chair- 
i" nan of the Mitchell House 
' arents’ Staff Association—his 
ve-year-old son George is one 
f those who slipped through 
he net of ante-natal care. 
Emma McDowell, a strik- 
ngly beautiful refugee from 
he Hungarian Revolution and 
sister is in’ the Hun- 
State Ballet, knew that 
impending baby was at 
because of the conflict of 
S positive and negative 
tors in her blood and that 
f her husband. Her preg- 
was monitored at a local 
tal but not a hospital 
hich has a special unit geared 
Wor the problem. So George 
as born, induced too early, 
id for a week fought for 
eath. Oxygen starvation 
lade him a spastic 
But being Hungarian she 
Hew of the Peto Institute in 
I dapest where the treatment 
“Spastics has reached an 
vanced level. So three times 
his short life George has 
yen to Budapest to spend six 
mths at the Institute, he’s 
med to walk with his Peto 
tks and he’s the only ‘Peto’ 
ud in Northern Ireland. 
» Barbara Hanna is one of the 
tent representatives on the 
Management committee. 
tused to be a social worker 
i she’s married to a Church 
land rector. Their first 
| Stephen, now 43, is a 
tely handicapped spastic 
Not surprisingly, Barbara’s 
is on the list. of coun- 
“Mr Gibson also has 
Noy library each week in the 
ery class. It. doubles in 
“ustoming the children to 
to the class and gives 
“hers the invaluable chance 
“tiscuss their problems with 
™ other over a cup of tea: 


| Ca son Quinn and Doris 
moeing being one of the 
patrol have so far proved 


overseas also lend a helping hand. 


But the glass is bomb proofed 


VICKY Fraser has been 
with the Balmoral Work 
Centre since it opened 
almost a decade ago. ‘I 
was a domiciliary occupa- 
tional therapist and I met 
quite a few physically 
handicapped people in the 
Province, and of course 
there was nothing for them 
to do. Then a work centre, 
based on those run by The 
Spastics Society, was 
started privately, and I 
came as occupational 
therapist. It was a pilot 
scheme run in Malcolm 
Sinclair House, which is 
now the new hostel, before 
we opened here with a 
purpose built building 


where we could get a pro- 
duction line going. 

Tt opened in 1970 and my 
job has evolved into that of 
manager. We have 40 workers 


and five instructors and before 
we-were taken over by the 
Department of Health and 
Social Services we depended 
totally on voluntary contribu- 
tions. Now we get a 75 per 
cent government grant. 

‘We do very similar work to 
work centres in England, 
assembly work and packing, 
duplicating and so on. We 
have a permanent contract with 
a linen company which exports 
goods to America. One differ- 
ence though is the anti-shatter 
tape on the windows. We had 
a bomb go off in a garage 


opposite, the windows blown in 
and all the light fittings 
brought down. If we hadn’t 
been closed for the holidays 
we'd certainly have suffered 
casualties — there was very 
little warning.’ 

Despite these occupational 
hazards the work goes on. 
Mary Greene, who with 
Dorothy Anderson lias been at 
the centre from the start, has 
travelled each day from her 
home in Lurgan, 20 miles 
away. ‘I’ve just passed my test 
and got an invacar — before 
that I used a tricycle to the bus 
Station and came that way. I'd 
start at 7.40 am.and not arrive 
till 9.45 am — now I can do 
the journey in just over an 
hour.” 


Gerry McCann - a man of peace 
in city of violence 


GERRY McCANN is an easy-going, amiable sort 
of a man with a touch of the stage Irish about 
him in his humourous approach. No mean feat 


for someone crippled at birth and whose life has 


been threatened by gunmen since. 

He is a remarkable man in many ways — not least in 
that he loves his neighbours and he is the only Roman 
Catholic in a 100 per cent Protestant area — ‘Sure they’re 


all wonderful folk, just wonderful.’ 


Gerry is a survivor and 
the first battle he survived 
was his birth. ‘There are 
only two occasions when 
I’ve wanted to turn my face 
to the wall and weep.’ 

The first? ‘Some years ago 
a woman approached my 
wheelchair — I was on my way 
to work and really full of the 


. joys of spring -— and told me 


that she had fivyed next door 
to us when I was a youngster. 

‘She went on to say: “Oh, Vil 
never forget the day you were 
born. Me Mammy came 
rushing over to our house 
crying — ‘the nurse has hurt 
the poor wee baby.” When 
Sophie told me that I could 
haye howled — for the un- 
necessariness of it all. 

‘The other occasion was 
when I was waiting for the 
doorman to help me into work 
and there was a furniture van 
delivering goods. “Hold on a 
minute” shouted one of the 
men “and let the poor wee 
cripple through.” 

‘Those are the only times I 


could have cried. You see I 
had one great advantage in 
life —- for the simple reason 
my parents loved me and there 
was a large enough family, 
eight of us, to stop anyone 
worrying unhealthily over me. 
The outbreak of war was the 
turning point for me. I’d never 
gone to school because society 
then didn’t give a damn about 
folk like me so I was 12 and 
illiterate, 

‘People had tried but it 
didn’t get through to me, 
Then I decided to teach myself 
to read and by the time of the 
first blitz six months later I 
was fluent. 

‘Later my father died sud- 
denly so I had to get a job — 
it was an economic necessity. 
But it meant I had to sell 
myself, So I went down to the 
remedial gym where I was 
being treated and which an- 
other disabled patient who 
owned a factory, attended. I 
didn’t say a word — I just 
exercised as hard as I could, 
determined to shine at every- 
thing and at the end of the 


session he offered me a job 
—- at £4. 

Gerry knew there was no 
future for him in the firm and 
went on to open a shop, even- 
tually owning a chain of five, 
but he decided to cut back 
to one and joined the Civil 
Service. In the meantime he 
had married — he’d inter- 
viewed Mary for the job of 
assistant in his shop but 
turned her down because she 
wanted too long for her lunch 
hour. Two weeks. later he 
went cap in hand to ask her 
to. work for him and . she 
accepted, 

‘For the next two years 
people were always making 
comments as they will if there’s 
a bachelor and spinster to- 
gether, like: *‘When’ll you two 
wed?” and this used to annoy 
us — until we realised what 
we meant to each other and 
we got married. Now we've 
two foster sons, Philip, 17, 
who’s just joined the Royal 
Marines, Thomas, 15, who’s 
doing a catering course and 
helping my wife run the shop 


— I expect he'll end up 
manager — and my Mandy. 
She’s Polynesian and we 


adopted her when she was 
seven months and now she’s 
11 and beautiful, she’s the 
light of my life.’ ; 
As Gerry’s family grew so 
did his ambition to succeed 
within the Civil Service. Three 
times he went before a board 
for promotion, each time was 
turned down and each time he 
appealed. ‘They were blinded 
by the wheelchair you see — 
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Airport — 
Taxis Ltd 


021-779 4566 
021-779 4567. 
Elmdon Garage, 


24 Hour Service 
Wedding Service 


Rolls Royce Cars 
Available 


Radio Controlled 


Elmdon, 


Birmingham 26 
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The manufacturers of the best manually operated 
personal lift in the world, wish all those involved 
in helping the Spastics . > x 
A Merry Christmas 
and a Very 
Happy 1977 


TERRY PERSONAL LIFTS 
TEL: KNUTSFORD (0565) 3211 
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Ring St Helens 31215 


§ SPASTICS NEWS 


62 ee aoe IS a 


-MARY and Gerald Eakins with the many gabled roof of Parkanaur behind them. The 
story of their son Stanley’s achievements will appear in next month’s issue. 


_ How many centres give jobs 
to ex-trainees? 


PARKANAUR is” a 
splendid mansion, a 
fairy story of fable 
come true and the key 
to a new life for the 
handicapped  young- 
sters of Ulster. 

In the 1920s, Thomas 
Doran, aged 17, left his 
home in the tiny village of 
Castlecaulfield, in a new 
suit with 17 shillings in his 
pocket and a one-way 
ticket to America. With 
the money he got from his 
first job he bought a new 
suit in order to send the 
one he’d worn back home 
for a younger brother, and 
that was the last anyone 
heard of him for 33 years. 
In 1959 he came back a 
millionaire. 

It was around that time 
that the Rev Gerald Eakins 
was looking for somewhere 
to start a training centre. 
His only child, - Stanley, 
was the first spastic child 
from Northern Ireland to 
receive specialised educa- 
tion and that had been at 
Westerlea in Scotland. 

Stanley embodied the prob- 
Iems facing all handicapped 
school leavers then — ‘where 
to now?’ © His father, then 
Minister of Castlecaulfield, by 


chance began talking to 
Thomas Doran. ‘He was a 
fantastic fellow,’ Mr Eakins 
recalled. ‘I said [ was inter- 


ested in the house and he said: 


ee ee a ee ee SS a EO) 


“Tll buy it for you” — that 
was the kind of man he was.’ 
He gave Mr Eakins £12,000 
and the mansion of Parkanaur, 
its 63 acres, outbuildings, mar- 
ket garden and gate lodge were 
purchased. Today the house 
alone is yalued at £400,000. 


The trainees come at 16 for 
an eight-week assessment, and 
can choose from a variety. of 
training courses that last from 


BOXES LIMITED 
The Carton Printers 


London E.3 


01-986 5522 
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They cant 
knock on 
doors for 
donations 


ANDREW Park is_ the 
Northern Ireland Council 
for Orthopaedic Develop- 
ment’s’ Appeals - Officer. 
‘I joined three years ago 
and feel 10 years older!’ 
Fund raising is compli- 
cated by the Troubles. 
‘For instance we can’t do 
door-knock appeals of an 


DECEMBER 


SPASTICS News reporter Liz Cook, pictured setting off on 
the school bus run in Belfast, wrote the stories about the handi- — 


capped in Ulster in this issue. 


She came back from Northern 


Ireland full of admiration for the volunteers, and the statis of 
Centres for the handicapped, who achieve so much good in con- — 


trast to the violence and horror which, sadly, 


is the dominant 


‘ main cellar reinforce the feel- 


thing money still comes in. 
We had to call off a flag 
day two years ago because 
it fell on Bloody Friday — 
there were so many bombs 
going off in the city centre 
we had to call the collec- 
tors in after two hours 
because it was too danger- 
ous. 

‘But last year we got 
£5,000 from the Christmas 
seals sold in Primary 
Schools alone which was 
quite staggering —_ that’s 
500,000 pennies! 

‘I can’t imagine any 
_ other job that could be as 
rewarding. I’d been in 
insurance and I couldn't . 
see myself doing thai until 
I was 65.’ 


26 weeks to a year. Carpentry, 
gardening, clerical work, 
domestic duties and further 
education are just some of the 
subjects taught in the 19th 
century mansion with its 
vaulted ceilings, carved oak 
pannelling and heavily wooded 
landscape. 

Parkanaur also practices 
what it preaches: ‘We have a 
92 per cent success rate in plac- 
ing our trainees so when a 
vacancy occurs on our staff we 
employ one of our graduate 
trainees. It’s no good us 
expecting other organisations 
to employ them if we don’t.’ 

All the staff with the excep- 
tion of Mr Eakins and his wife, 
who is matron, and Mrs Violet 
Moody, relief matron, are all 
former trainees. Mr and Mrs 
Eakins have a flat within the 
building which — with the 


evening! People don’t like 
answering a knock on the 
door. But despite every- 


ing of a fairy tale. Mrs Eakins’ 
hobby is collecting antiques, 
and the rooms of the flat reflect 
her success. . The cellar has 
been a backdrop for photo-, 
graphs of pop groups for Mrs 
Eakins has created a museum 
beneath the arched ceiling. 
Spinning wheels, copper, brass 
and cast iron ware, samplers . 
and photographs culled from 
throughout the province are 
represented, county by county. 
LEFT: Kenny Devlin, aged 
20, came to Parkanaur four 
years ago as a trainee and 
is now the assistant | 
gardener. 
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For Quick, Safe Removals call in the Experts ... 


TRANSPORT 


SOUTH BENFLEET 2352 


ESTABLISHED 1935 


WORLDWIDE 
REMOVALS id STORAGE 
GENERAL HAULAGE 


Anywhere * Any Time ® Estimates Free 


Fully Insured 


32 GRASMERE ROAD, THUNDERSLEY, 
BENFLEET, ESSEX 
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feature of life in Ulster today. 


The organisation that 
cares for handicapped 


two and eight. Fleming a 
Council for Orthopaedic — Fulton School opened in ~ 


Development was launched 1957 for the eight to 16 


in 1940, but the Second : ra 
World War dashed the age group where the Educa- . 


original plan to build an tion Authority provided — 
Orthopaedic Hospital and education and NICOD, 
so 11 clinics were set up therapy and treatment. The 
throughout the Province. By next step was the Parkanaur 
1948 3,000 patients were Training Centre for school 


THE Northern Ireland 


being seen. leavers. Now the Belfast ae | 
The first hospital school Education and Library se 
was in the Malcolm Sinclair Board has taken over both == 
House, which was to change Fleming Fulton and Mit- : 2 
to a work centre and is now chell House and the DHSS at 
the hostel. It provided has the responsibility of = — 
treatment and education for Parkanaur and Balmoral Sig | 
28 children aged between Work Centre. cue e 


ROBERT McDowell, | 
chairman of the Mitchelk 
House Parents Staff Asso- 


~ 


ciation, with his som f 
George at a Renault car 

rally, raising funds for the 
handicapped. Like many, 2 
parents Robert feels a sense — : 
of isolation and despair at 


the problems besetting their 
children. The situation is 
not unlike that of parents 
with spastic children in this 
country before The Spastics 
Society was launched—one 
short answer could be the 
introduction of a regional 
social worker. There are’ 
eight  Spastics 
regional social workers im 
England and Wales. 
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On your feet — 
| in3,withthe | 
Cushion Lift Chair 


Seated comfortably in the Chair, The Cushion Lift Chair has proved 
you wish té stand, a blessing to thousands of men and 
women who suffer from arthritis, 
multiple sclerosis, Parkinson's - 
disease, paralysis, etc. which make 
standing from chairs a real problem. 
See how it could make your life 
more enjoyable, : } 


At a push of the button, you're 
raised slowly and safely to a 
standing position, no violent 
movement at all, 


Standing, you're able to walk 
fram the chair—with po pain, 
no effort, : 
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- Books will | So-inte si 
ay oa | So-interested Royal visitor... Charitable stars 
will glitter in 


~ and public 


_ ‘HUMAN Horizons’ is the title 


Souvenir Press: has-given to a 


‘| Prizes after 


new series of books just 
Jaunched,. “The series is de- 
signed to explore and make 


more widely available know- 


Jedge of the work now being 
done in the field of the handi- | 


capped and 
deprived: 
The first four titles are Kith 
and kids, by Maurice and 
Doreen Collins, Let me speak, 
by Dorothy Jeffree and Dr Roy 


the — socially 


McConkey, Lives worth living, 


by Elizabeth and Michael 
Marais, and To love is to be 
happy with, by Barry Neil 
Kaufman, 

“Kith and kids’ is about self- 
help for families of the handi- 
capped — it details how the 
Collins faced the problem set 
with the birth of their own 
handicapped daughter, Kim, 
-and how they came in contact 
with other similar families and 
set about solving the day-to-day 
difficulties, 

“Let me speak’ is a complete 
teaching programme for both 


_ parents or those in the mother- 


ing role, for helping handi- 


capped children acquire lan- ~ 


guage. “Lives worth living’ — 
a right of all the handicapped 
—shows that no matter how 
great the handicap, all have 
‘something to give to society. 
The last in the new launch, ‘To 
love is to be happy. with,’ is 
written by the father of an 


/ autistic son. 


Each book appears in both 


hard and paperback editions . 


and cost between £4 and £1.75, 
and are obtainable from book- 
shops or from Souvenir Press 
Ltd, 43 Great Russell Street, 
London WC1B 3PA., 


all for trio 


A WARM gesture from Mr 


_ Eric Baird, the Publisher of 


_the Horse and Pony magazine, 
will bring great pleasure to 


_ three young riders who were 


joint winners of the Chase-Me- 


§ Charlie jumping event at the 


National Spastics Gymkhana 
held. recently in the Royal 


Riding School,. Buckingham 
- Palace. 


Although the three riders, 


| Allan Bagshaw, of The Star 
Centre for Disabled Youth, 
_ Cheltenham; Peter Chadwick, 
- of the Thomas Delarue School, 
_ Tonbridge, Kent; and Timothy 
_ Richards, of Valence School, 
_ Westerham, . Kent, equalised, 
_ there was a problem, for there 


Was only one orange plaque to 
present. Mr Peter Felgate, 


_ the Riding Master, ruled that 
_ this should be presented to 
_ Allan as he was riding a horse 


he had never mounted before. 
When Mr Baird heard of 


d this, he immediately volun- 
_teered to send all three riders a 
_ special Horse and Pony Award 


of rosettes and medals. ‘It’s a 
pity that they don’t all get a 


| prize for doing so well,’ was 


his comment. 


Hodgkinson, 


S. M. EMENTON 


BEDFORD ROAD, CRANFIELD 


| Luxury Coaches 
_. for Hire 


29-45-49-51-53-57 SEATER COACHES. ALL HEATED. ALL AIR 
CONDITIONED. 46 SEATERS WITH WC 


For Tours and Excursions UK or Continental BEDFORD 750265 


THE Duchess of Kent is 
pictured with Mr Ray 
of Newton 
Aids Ltd, on the Newton 
stand at the Naidex °76 
Exhibition at Brighton 
which she had just opened. 
As Patron of The Spastics 
Society, the Duchess is 
always keen to hear of any 
new developments to aid 
the handicapped, and this 
year Newton Aids had two 
new chairs on show. 

‘The Queensway, _ pictured 
below, is a chair originated by 
Queen Mary College, London, 
which rotates on its own axis, 
It has a split level base to 
allow the user to adjust the 
height of the chair to. suit the 
occasion, an easy to use joy- 


stick control and can also be 
taken apart without difficulty. 
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‘sees new products 
for handicapped 


The Newton Polychair, like | 
the Queensway, is an indoor | 


chair and with this model you 
buy what you need when you 
need it. -It is possible to start 
off on a modest, inexpensive 
basis and add later to the chair 
if you wish. It has a simple 


single base power unit for bat- | 


teries, the seat can be either 
plastic covered or upholstered, 
and there is a choice of unit 
control. There is an inexpen- 
sive on/off microswitch control 
or a fully proportional control 
and the controls can be 
mounted to the left or right of 
the: chair. 


Link by post 


POSTLINK is a service which 
started almost a year ago in 
the Cambridge area for link- 
ing mainly but not exclusively 
handicapped people according 
to interest, hobbies, ete, 
through regular correspon- 
dence. 

Write to POSYLINK, 328 
High Street, Cottenham, 
Cambs, enclosing a sae, and 
they will send you a form, Fill 
it in and POSTLINK will do 
the rest, 


| 


j 
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Leader Jim 
THE Edinburgh Evening News 
and Odeon Charity Appeal 


Fund made £9,000 last year 
when more than 1,000 people 
took part in a sponsored walk. 
This year Jimmy Savile, OBE, 
led the way on the 15-mile hike 
on November 28, and_ they 
hope he’ll fix it so that the sum 
raised this year will be even 
greater. Last year New 
Trinity Centre for Spastics got 
a cheque for £1,500. 
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JOHN A. MIRFIN 


48 Spooner Road, Sheffield $10 5BN. Telephone Sheffield 664698 STD 0742 664698 


PAINTING CONTRACTORS 
TO SHEFFIELD UNIVERSITY 


ALL TYPES OF INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR PAINTING WORK UNDERTAKEN 


FOR THE BEST IN... 


® Modern carpets 
@ Furniture @ Lighting 
@ Curtains and Fabrics 
@ Glass and Gifts 


it OME p ESIGN 


1-2 RYDE HOUSE, CHOBHAM ROAD, WOKING 
Tel 72700. (Closed all day Monday) 
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busy December 


' DECEMBER may be a 
cold dark month in the 
calendar but the Stars 
Organisation for Spastics 
always makes sure that 
there will be plenty of 
glittering events to make 
up for it. 

This year the annual ball 
at the Grosvenor House is on 
December 6 and _ includes 
Dame Vera Lynn’s by-now 
famous tombola which raises 
over £2,000 each year... It’s 
followed by a carol concert 


at the Royal Festival Hall 
on Saturday,. December 11, 
with Vera Lynn, The King’s 
Singers, Libby Morris. and 
readings by the stars of 
‘George and Mildred’ the TV 
hit comedy series, Yootha 
Joyce and Brian Murphy. 
Helen Ryan, Sam’s Set, the 
New Philharmonia Chorus and 
the choir of Desborough 
School, Maidenhead, are also 
taking part. Musical directors 
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Fantastic 
FUND RAISERS 


RAISE MONEY FOR YOUR CLUB,. 
CHARITY OR ORGANISATION. 
GOOD PROFITS. GOOD PRIZES 
NO WAITING. INSTANT. PAYOUT..: 
Write or ‘phone for our 

LATEST NEW FREE BROCHURE 
and sample tickets of our full range of 
fund raisers—Pontoon, Super Pontoon, 
Green Shield Stamps Pontoon, Bandit, . 
Jackpot, 13 Football Results, Poker; 
Mini Bingo, Beer, Lucky 7 

and Tenner Bingo. 


| LAKELAND 
INVESTMENTS 


DISTRIBUTORS & WHOLESALERS 
5-7 New York Rd., Leeds, LS2 7PL 
Tel; Leeds 34230 


Answering service when closed =’ 
Leeds (0532) 106821 
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HAWKER SIDDELEY 


DOSCO OVERSEAS ENGINEERING LIMITED 
OLLERTON ROAD, TUXFORD, NR NEWARK, NOTTINGHAMSHIRE, 
ENGLAND. TELEPHONE: TUXFORD 870621 /6 


Hawker Siddeley Group supplies mechanical, electrical and aero- 
space equipment with world-wide sales and services. 


(DECORATORS) 


DOSCO 


Overseas Engineering | 
Limited 


Wish continued success 
to your organisation 


are Geoff. Love and Norrie 
Paramor. 

The first night of the 
Olympia International Stow 
Jumping Championships on 
Wednesday, December 15. are 
in aid of SOS and Harry 
Secombe will be one of the 
stars there. 

There is a pop concert with 
Rod Stewart, Guys and Dolls, 
The Hollies and many others 
at the Theatre Royal Drury - 
Lane, on Sunday, December 19. 
The performance of the 
Palladium pantomime on Tues- 
day, December 21 (‘Cinder- 
cella’ starring Yootha Joyce, 
Brian Murphy, Richard 
O’Sullivan and Fiona Fuller- 
ton), will benefit the SOS. 
Tickets for the ball can be 
obtained from the SOS at 
Society headquarters and. for 
the pop concert, ticket applica- 
tion forms are published in 
the Daily Mirror. Tickets for 
the other events can be ob- 
tained from the respective box 
offices. 
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18 SPASTICS NEWS 


WINDOW 


ON WALES 


by Emlyn Davies 


_ Imaginative gift buys 
privacy for residents 


THE public. telephone at the 
Mena House Hostel in Pen- 
arth, was in the hallway and 


as a result, the residents could - 


not make calls in private. The 


newly-formed ‘Friends’ of the - 


hostel agreed that if the 
empty space underneath the 
Stairs coe: ne Converted: into 


a private telephone booth, 
they would bear the cost. 
The kiosk was duly built at 


a cost of £56 and I am sure © 


the residents are extremely 
pleased that an imaginative 
gift. has given them extra 
privacy. The picture shows 
the new kiosk. 


ase 

READERS of this column 
will remember the story on 
Mr Ken Thomas, veteran 
fund-raiser of the Swansea 
group. Ken has recently had 
a major operation, but he is 
recovering, and I am sure that 
it will not be long before he 


is back in harness working 
for the group. 

GAS EN 

OUR local appeals officer, 
Wally Hains, attended the 
ladies’ section of the Aber- 
ewmboi_ social club and 


although outnumbered at least 
20 to 1, came away with a 
cheque for £100 which the 
ladies had raised for the 
Society. The cheque was 
presented to Wally by Mrs 
E. Lewis, ‘chairman of the 
club. 


ESS 

MR and Mrs Dyer, of Ysgol 
Street, | Swansea, recently 
moved back to Swansea from 
the north of England, and 
quickly realised that the 
‘Longfields’. spastics- centre at 
Swansea, which caters for the 
daily needs: of 45. spastics, 


required financial help. They 
made a collection in the local 
club and institutes and raised 
£112, The nicest part of this 
story is that Mr and Mrs 
Dyer did this without any 
request from the local Society, 
so it was a truly voluntary 
effort. 


MRS Mary Roberts, who is 
the manager of. the Cardiff 
group’s day care centre, is an 
expert in yoga and_ has 
raised many hundreds of 
pounds by organising classes 
at the centre. As a result, 
many of the mothers who 
have attended the classes and 
contributed to the  fund- 
raising, have allowed, their 
children to have yoga lessons 
every Saturday. This involve- 
ment led Kate Butler, aged 
three, her Sister, Samantha, 
aged nine, Clare Griffiths and 
Karen Brook, both aged 10, 
to organise two sales of work 
at which they raised £17.20. 


THE riding team from the 
Society’s Craig-y-Pare school 
in Wales. did well at the 
National Spastics Gymkhana 
held at Buckingham Palace, 
and thoroughly enjoyed them- 
selyes. Another Royal event 
came on November 26 at the 
Pontcanna Riding Stables 
under the auspices of the 
RDA, when the Craig-y-Pare 
team together with — riders 
and helpers from all over 
South Wales met Princess 
Anne, 
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WHEN Colwyn Bay Spastics 
Society held its annual sherry 
evening it was not only an 
immense social success but 
also a financial one, with a 


total of nearly £70 raised 
from a tombola and com- 
petition. 


With Best Wishes and Compliments 


BARDEN CASTINGS LTD 


ALUMINIUM FOUNDERS 
GRAVITY DIE AND SAND 


Wolverhampton Airport, Pendeford, Wolverhampton 
Telephone: Fordhouses 7660 


diff. 
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Helping hand 
for new man 


MOST 
know 


people in Wales will 
Mr Ernest Mort, BA, 
who has been secretary of 
the Pontypridd and District 
Spastics Society for the last 
20 years, A former master at 
Pontypridd grammar _ school, 
he has given practically the 
whole of his free time to the 
running of the group, and his 
enthusiasm and y humour 
will be missed. ocr, he 
is not lost to the Society 
altogether, as he had agreed 
to act as assistant hon. secre- 
tary for a time so that the new 
secretary, Mr T. Alun Jones, 
can more readily understand 
the complexities of running a 
local volunteer group. 
SER 


A MYSTERIOUS telephone 
call from the Mayor of New- 
port, Councillor S. J. Prit- 
chard, to Mrs Dombrowski of 
the Newport support group, 
resulted in her daughter, 
Christine, being inyited to the 
Mayor’s Parlour to receive a 


_ cheque for £200 presented by 


the Licensed Victuallers 
Ladies’ Association. It would 
be nice fo receive more 
mysterious telephone messages 
like this! 


aaa 

MRS Dorothy Cottle, chair- 
man of the cardiff group, 
organised a dance on behalf 
of the Regional Co-ordinat- 
ing Committee of Wales, 
which was attended by over 
350 people. It was a very 
happy occasion and brought 
together many members of 
the groups in the Cardiff area. 
The Kitty Slocombe school of 
dancing and the singing group 
‘Harmony,’ gave their services 
free.of charge for the cabaret. 
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CHILDREN in Wales are to 
the fore again. In Haverford- 
west, Sarah Gau and June 
Bates dressed up during a 
Hallowe’en party, held a col- 
lection, and raised £6 for the 
Pembrokeshire Spastics 
Society. Sarah is the daughter 
of Mrs V. Gau, secretary to 
the Pembrokeshire group. In 
Cwmbran, Mrs Clarrie Wil- 
liams, of the Monmouthshire 
Spastics Society, was  pre- 
sented with a cheque for £15 
by Garry Soar and Deborah 


Saunders, both aged six. The 
money was collected at the 
Upper Cwmbran Infants 
School. 

Puatiee foe ee ts] 
ROMILLY Road junior 
school, Barry, has approxi- 


mately 400 children ranging 
in age from 5 to 11, and at 
their harvest festival they 
agreed that £26.50 should be 
donated to The  Spastics 
Society to enable it to con- 
tinue its work with children. 
I went to the school to receive 
the money from Katharine 
Trinder, representing the 
9-11 age group and Helen 
Bryant of the 5-7 group. 
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THE Sports Council for 
Wales is holding a festival of 
movement and dance at the 
National Sports Centre, Car- 
diff, on December 11. Wheel- 
chair dancing is included and 
teams in Wales may wish to 
compete. Tickets (adult 60p 
and students and children 35p) 
are available from the Council 
at the National — Sports 
Centre, Sophia Gardens, Car- 


i T D Make your car a transport of delight. Our Bespoke 
Tailored Seat Covers are unique in their 
quality and range. We also manufacture stretch 
covers, tailored carpets, steering-wheel gloves, 
vinyl roofs, insulation kits. 


All our products are available through Halfords Accessories shops and garages. 


Albert Mill, Huddersfield Road, Brighouse HD6 1BT 
Tel: Brighouse 04 847 (STD) 70126 


TRADE ENQUIRIES ARE INVITED 
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Christmas 
cookery 


SN 


Christmas Log (serves 6-8) 


For the cake: 

3 large British eggs 

3 oz caster sugar 

24 oz plain flour, sieved 

+ 0z cocoa, sieved 

1 tablespoon warm water 

Caster sugar (for dusting) 

For the filling and coating: 

15 fl oz fresh double cream 

1 rounded tablespoon cocoa 

1-2 tablespoons very hot 
water 

2 rounded tablespoons icing 
sugar (sieved) 

Or 
15 fl oz fresh double cream 
1 tablespoon Strega or 

Kirsch. 

Whisk the eggs and sugar 
until so thick that the whisk 
leaves a ‘trail, then fold in the 
flour and cocoa, followed by 
the warm water. Pour the 
mixture into a well-greased and 
lightly floured Swiss roll tin 
and bake at 400 deg F, Mark 
6, for eight to 10 minutes until 
cooked. Turn the cake out 
quickly on to a piece of grease- 
proof paper dusted with caster 
sugar. When cool enough, trim 
the edges with a sharp knife. 
Make a slight crease about half 
inch along one short side and 
roll up carefully, keeping the 
paper inside. Leave the cake 
to get cold. 

Dissolve the cocoa in just 
enough water to make it into a 
smooth thick paste, add to the 
cream, stir in the sieved icing 
sugar and whisk until thick. 
Gently unroll the cake and take 
off the paper. Spread one-third 
of the eream on the inside and 
roll up once more. Place the 
cake on a board and spread the 
rest of the cream over the top 
and sides, swirling the surface 
in a log-like pattern with a 
fork. Decorate as desired. Or 
add the liqueur to the cream, 
whip until stiff, and use in the 
same Way as above. 

This cake is easier to cut 
when slightly chilled, but is 
best eaten at room temperature. 


Philip, with the family pets. 


GERRY ‘McCann surrounded by his family, left to right, Thomas, Mandy, Mary ; 


Man of peace in a city — 


Cont from Page 7 


they just couldn’t see beyond it. 
I could not get past clerk 
to senior clerk. So Gerry 
started an Open — University 
course getting his degree in 
1973. 

He was a runner-up in the 
1974 Achievement Award run 
by The Spastics Society and 
after studying law has been 
accepted by the Law Society. 
He is the first government 
apprentice solicitor in Northern 
Ireland. Two years ago he was 
appointed ‘a Justice of the 
Peace — the first severely dis- 
abled JP in the Province. 

In May he’ll sit his final law 
exams and intends to practise 


Coach, Mini-Bus and Car Hire 11, 


12), 295,926,037" 41), 


Registered Offices for both companies: 
Merton Garage & PO, Merton, Okehampton, 
Devon, Ex20 3D2. Tel: Beaford 324/200 


JR. ADAMS | 
(Newcastle) Ltd | 


TRANSPORT 
CONTRACTORS 


FISHER STREET 
WALKER 


NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE NE6 4NA 
Telephone: Wallsend 62-3271/2/3 


THE GARWOOD HOTEL 


12 Victoria Drive, Bognor Regis 


This new 16-bedded Hotel will be opening — q 
in mid-December to provide holidays and | 
some short-stay accommodation for spastics. | : 


For further details and booking forms 
please contact : Jack Simmons, 
Telephone Bognor Regis 20535 


‘AGRIMOTORS’ 


(AMG COACHES) MERTON 


12,44, 29;-365537- 415 
are available for local and long-distance travel, 


Taw & Torridge Coaches Ltd (Barnstaple Area) 


45 seaters available for short or long distance travel. 
Both Companies welcome enquiries from Department of Education, as” 
we specialise in this form of coach hire. +i 


oe 
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of violence 


law within the Civil Service, 
which will give those appoint- 
ment boards pause for con-~ 
sideration, since he will haye — 
the rank equivalent to a deputy” 
principal. = 

Now 48, he has survived his” 
birth, hardship, prejudice and 
gunmen. He dismisses the 
time, two years ago, when he — 
was held up, and had bricks” 
through his window along with : 
threats of being burned jut, 
it was, he concedes, ‘a yery 
frightening experience’ but 
apart from that he says: Te 
had very little trouble — the” 
people round me are Mg 
good. , 
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“THIS is the unseasonal 
Shy . 
time of the year when you 
_ * must plan your next year’s 
holiday — particularly if 
_ = you are handicapped, or 
have a family with a handi- 
| capped member. 
Wheelchair bound, you may 
_ be Jooking for a hotel with 
 €asy access. - and 
3 ___Yrability once inside. As a 
a Samily with a - handicapped 
~ person, or an integrated party, 
____. @ hotel where the management 
tee understands the needs of the 
disabled can set the mind at 
_ rest and be a contributing fac- 
- tor to a relaxed holiday. There 
_ are hotels catering for the more 
_ severely handicapped. where 
personal care is provided and 
‘Outings and evening entertain- 


ents of a handicapped child, 
you may need to know of a 
_ ‘home from home’ where you 
‘ can leave him for a week or 
_ 80, While you take the rest of 
the family on holiday. 
'. ~The Central Council for the 
Disabled publishes an annual 
guide entitled ‘Holidays for 
the Physically Handicapped,’ 
_ which gives information on 
___ holidays available to the handi- 
___ ¢apped in Britain plus a sec- 
_ tion to assist the handicapped 
traveller on the Continent, with 
__ guitable places to stay as well 
_,#8 organisations in each 
~ ,,gountry which are willing to 
=A help. The guide 
: from The 
' Central Council for the Dis- 
: _abled, 34° Eccleston Square, 
_. “London SW1V 1PE (tel: 01-821 
; 1871) for £1.25 (inclusive pack- 
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_- ‘ments are arranged, As par- 


can be: 


_ The Society can 
Ss help with your 
holiday plans 


age and postage) or from major 
branches of W. H. Smith and 
Son early in 1977. ; 


If you would like some help 
in finding a-suitable place to 
spend your 1977 summer holi- 
day, you may. telephone or 
write to Miss Merle Davies, 
The Spastic Society, Family 
Services and Assessment 
Centre, 16 Fitzroy Square, Lon- 
don WIP SHQ (tel: 01-387 
9571). The following lists can 
be sent to you on request: 
Holiday - facilities for the 
handicapped (sources of infor- 
mation); Holiday and_ short- 
term care facilities (personal 
help available); Holiday facili- 
ties (no personal help avail- 
able); Holiday and short-term 
‘care facilities for handicapped 
children (mostly unaccom- 
panied); Self catering facilities 
for handicapped people and 
their families. 

Please get in touch soon, 
and do not be like the person 
who wrote a day before his 
holiday was due to begin! 


Ps 


Friends by pen 


or tape 
DESMOND Baldwin, aged 22, 
from Yorkshire, would like a 
female pen or tape friend. His 
interests are all kinds of music 
and sport. 

Mr Baldwin, who is blind 
and has a spastic disability in 
his legs, would like to corres- 
pond by cassette, reel-to-reel 
tape or letter. His address ‘is 
5 Little Lane, Moorthorpe, 
South Elmsall, near Ponte- 
fract, West Yorkshire. 
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‘News abou 


Neighbourly’ 
response 


WHEN Spastics. Pool col- 


lector Mr Samuel Snaith of 
Temple Park Road, South 
Shields, heard that the 
Oakleigh Gardens special 
school in Cleadon had 
launched an appeal for 
funds for a_ therapeutic 
swimming pool, he wrote 
to the Trustees of the Good 
Neighbours Trust asking 
for help. 


MR B. White (left) receiving a cheque for £909.10 from 


The Trustees responded 
with a £500 donation. 

The swimmiing pool will 
benefit not only the pupils of 
Oakleigh Gardens school but 
also others in the South 
Tyneside area, including 560 
spastic children, 

Top Ten’s Regional Man- 
ager for the North East, 
George Gray, organised a get- 
together for collectors and 
supporters at the Saltwell 
Road Club, Newcastle, on 
October 17 which was attended 
by Martin Handford and Tony 
Veater of the Company’s 
Marketing Department. Next 
day, the two Company repre- 
sentatives presented the Good 
Neighbours Trust cheque for 


£500 to the Mayor of. South 


Tyneside, Councillor Mrs 
Lilian Jordison, assisted by 
nine-year-old Lisa Gilmartin, 
a pupil at Oakleigh Gardens 
Special School. 

Picture right: the Mayor, 
Lisa, and Martin Handford 
with that all important 
cheque. 


Mr A. Catliff, Chairman of the Bridgwater and District 
Spastics Association at a group event at the Town Hall, 


Bridgwater. Mr White of Parkway, Bridgwater, Somerset, . 


qualified for his prize on the first dividend of the Spastics 
Pool. Also pictured is Mrs White. 


SPASTICS NEWS It 


MAYOR of Saffron Walden, Mr Stephen Neville handing 

over a first dividend cheque for £3,333.34 te Mr Bob 
Furze of Goldstone, Ashdon, at a meeting of the Ashdon 
and Saffron Walden District Young Farmers Club. 
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GAS BILLS. 


You can pay a regular monthly amount, thus 

__, EH spreading the cost of your gas see throughout 

the year-by Standing Order through a bank, or Post 
__. Office Giro, or through the banks own budget 


‘To: British Gas, Dept. CP, 
326 High Holbom, 
London, WCIV 7PT: 


Please send me details of your 
B Easy Payment Schemes, as ticked. 
E Name __ 
If you'd prefer to put more aside at some times Address Zt 
2 than at others, you can buy our 50p. Gas Saving i Town ee 


account facilities. Or, if you haven’t got a bank 
account you can use our Monthly Gas Vouchers. 
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Stamps from your local gas showroom-as and when ™ Gas Region 
you want. [Monthly Budget Payment Scheme, 
“4 bi C Monthly Gas Vou ers. 


CJ Gas Saving Stamps. all 
_ Availability of some schemes is not yet complete in every Region, gy i LE a ET 
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12 SPASTICS NEWS 


THE newspaper 
columns of a quiet 
Kentish market town 
reverberated when a 
council chief declared 
war on charity shops. 


Battle commenced 
when Swale District 


Council reviewed an 
application for full 
rate relief on two 


charity shops in the 
area. Under new laws, 


. Next spring 


in Oxford 


THE annual seminar organised 


by the International Cerebral 


Palsy Society will be held from 
March 28 to April 2, 1977, at 
University College, Oxford, 
Applications should be sent to 
Mrs Anita Loring, Seminar 
Director, International Cerebral 
Palsy Society, 5A Netherhall 
Gardens, London NW3. Theme 
of the seminar is ‘The future 


_ of the handicapped in urban 


civilisation. _ Further details in 
the next issue of Spastics News. 


Right data 


FOUR computer data proces- 
sors from Kodak were pro- 
grammed for success when 
they scored 159 points out of 
a possible 160 in a local knock- 
out darts competition. Martin 
McCarthy, Annie Gray, John 
Lunn and Graham Dobb raised 
£124 by their precision for 
Middlesex Spastics Society. 


Duke's walkers 


A SPONSORED walk organ- 
ised by Herefordshire’s Duke 
of Edinburgh Award Com- 
mittee raised £250, and among 
the charities to benefit was The 
Spastics Society. 


Flying flowers 


ORCHIDS from Singapore | 


were among flowers raffled to 
raise money for the Society’s 
Chiltern House fund recently. 


Nice girls 
CHARITIES including The 
Spastics Society are to benefit 
from the foot-slogging efforts 
ef 170 schoolgirls from the 
Mater Dei Parkway School, 
Welwyn Garden City, Herts. 


_ The Sunday walk raised more 


than £1,000. 
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such shops are auto- 


matically relieved of 
half the rate, and the 
rest can be set aside 
at the Council’s dis- 
cretion and this it was 
being asked to do. 

But Swale District Coun- 
cit Chairman, Richard 
Barnicott, is himself a shop 
owner, and he said a grow- 
ing number of charity 
shops were operating as 
permanent traders and 
undercut ordinary shops 


TRACY Hampson and Jon Pertwee, at the launching 


‘party. 


— 


because of their subsidised 
overheads. 

Within a week Swale 
traders united to combat 


the charity shops and the 
war went on to the air 
when Councillor Barnicott 
and a charity shop mana- 
ger gave their views on the 
local radio station, BBC 
Radio Medway. 

Then The Spastics Society’s 
Head _of Marketing, John 
Tough, stepped into the firing 
line and delivered a neat salvo 
to dispose of the opposition’s 


Sports girl shines 
on world : s TV 


TRACY Hampson, 

pupil of the Settee s 
Thomas Delarue School in 
Kent, appears in ‘Big Blue 
Marble,’ the first world- 
wide television series to be 
made for children. Tracy, 
an accomplished athlete, 
was filmed by an American 
TV company at the Inter- 
national Spastics Games at 
the Crystal Palace in 1974, 
and since the film was 
made she has followed up 
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Hurry... dlosing date 
nears for Award 


WHO will be the winner of 
this year’s special Achieve- 
ment Award for spastics? £250 
and a silver. cup are waiting 
for the spastic man or woman, 
or young person over the age 
of 12 who, in the opinion of a 
judging panel, has made the 
most outstanding achievement 
or sustained effort in very difti- 
eult circumstances. 

Members of the panel in- 
clude Lord Crawshaw, who is 
himself disabled, and Corbet 
Woodall, TV newsreader, who 
now presents the BBC TV pro- 
gramme ‘Contact. Further 
names will be announced next 
month. 

All concerned in any way 
with helping spastic people 
constantly hear of the tremen- 
dous efforts being made by so 
many to break through their 
Own special barriers, and the 
outstanding results they achieve. 
But there are many more whose 
sustained efforts in very diffi- 
cult circumstances could weii 


qualify them for consideration 


for the Award, and we would | 


like to hear about them. 

They cannot nominate them- 
selves, so it is up to you to 
give them their chance. Send 
their name, address and as 
much information as possible 
to Mrs Nina Heycock, 27-33 
Harrington Gardens, South 
Kensington, London SW7. 
Closing date for entries is Mon- 
day, January 3, 1977. You can 
nominate as many candidates 
as you wish; there are medals 
and prizes for the runners-up, 
and a celebration lunch in 
London early in March for the 
finalists. 

Don’t be put off if your 
prospective nominees have not 
achieved any great scholastic 
honours, or climbed a moun- 
tain — managing to get their 
first job after repeated refusals, 


or years of trying against all 


the odds can count just as 
much — it is the effort and 
perseverance that matter, 


her London triumph by 
winning a Gold Medal for 
the light shot in this year’s 
International Games in 
France. 

‘Big Blue Marble,’ aimed at 
helping children develop a 
sense of international com- 
munity, shows how youngsters 
live and play throughout the 
world. Scenes have been shot 
on location in most countries, 
including Russia. The title is 
a quote from an American 
astronaut who said that from 
a spacecraft the world looked 
‘just like a big blue marble.’ 

The series, which has won 
two major TV awards in 
America,’ includes an _ inter- 
national pen-pal scheme, de- 
signed to foster friendship 
between children from many 
different cultural backgrounds, 

The first series of ‘Big Blue 
Marble’ has already been 
shown on some British ITV 
stations, and a second series 
Was given a Press preview in 
November at the Royal Lan- 
caster Hotel in London. Tracy, 
on half-term holiday from 
Delarue, travelled up from 
Lymm in Cheshire for the 
occasion With her parents and 
two younger sisters. It made 
an exciting advance celebra- 
tion for her 15th birthday, five 
days later. At the preview she 
met Jon Pertwee, a former ‘Dr 
Who,’ and he presented her 
with a stamp album and cata- 
logue, for she is interested in 
philately as well as sport, 


Christmas greetings 
from the Director 


MR James Loring and his 

wife Anita wish all their 
friends throughout the Society 
and its local groups, a very 
happy Christmas, 


objections. In a letter to the 
two local papers he pointed out 
that Councillor Barnicott was 
under some misapprehension in 
believing charity shops were 


selling new merchandise 
cheaply to undercut local 
shops. 


‘The majority of goods sold 
at our own Spastics Shops are 
donated. Most sales are in 
second-hand clothing which is 
snapped up by old age pen- 
sioners, mothers of large fami- 
lies, single parent families and 
others in lower income groups 
who simply could not afford to 
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Curtain up 


on secret 
| 


production 


GUESTS at a Christmas party 
held at the Midland Spastic 
Association’s day centre in Bir- 
mingham will be entertained 
by a play written specially for 
the occasion by Bernard Bate. 
a general helper at the centre. 
Mr Bate, who last year 
achieved fame as the first spas- 
tic to serve on the MSA Coun-. 
cil since it was formed in 1947, 
had his first play, ‘Fashion 
School,’ performed by staff at 
.the 1972 Christmas party. This 
was followed in 1973 and 1974 
by “The Vicar and the missing 
diamonds,’ in two parts. The 
subject of the latest play is 
being kept a secret until the 
night of the performance. 


Green stamps buy 


new wheelchair 


SUSAN Howard, aged 25, and 
a member of Calderdale Spas- 
tics Society, Halifax, has an 
electric wheelchair, thanks to 
those littl green trading 
stamps. For a dozen staff at 
the Green Shield Gift House, 
with the help of ‘customers, 
have been saving stamps over 
the last six months. They 
reached their target and Susan 
got her chair, 


Flags for fittings 


A FLAG day held by Coventry 
and District Spastics Society 
brought in £679. This will go 
towards furniture and adapted 
fittings for the group’s seaside 
ee bungalow, 
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could not keep up with the 


cost of replacing the tyres 
ripped up. 
Ironically the physically 


handicapped are better off 
than the mentally handicapped, 
One spastic explained: ‘I don’t 
believe people realise how bad 
a Civil War could be—unfor- 
tunately the scum is at the top 
on both sides and in control, 
Compassion goes—many men- 
tally retarded people have been 
shot dead,’ 

li is a fact that the large 
double decker buses which 


transport the educationally sub- 
normal to school run into a Jot 
more trouble than the single 


deckers used by the two 
physically handicapped 
schools But then the only 


schools in the entire Province 
for the physically disabled, 
Mitchell House School sianck 


Rates battle over unfair’ charity shops 


pay current prices. Thus, 
charity shops proyide an im- 
portant community service for 
the less affluent. 

‘New goods help to bring a 
wider cross section of the 
public into our shops and, in 
the process, also help us dis- 
pose of other donated goods. 
But such new lines total only 
about 15 per cent of sales and 
incidentally include a fair pro- 
portion of products made by 
spastic people in our work- 
shops; and who would deny 
severely handicapped people 
employment outlets? Council- 
lor Barnicott’s criticism of ut- 
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fair trading also overlooks the 
fact that charities such as The 
Spastics Society subsidises both 
the ratepayer and the taxpayer 
by providing schools, residen« 
tial centres, works centres, 
special care units and a yariety— 
of other establishments and ser 
vices for severely handicapped 
people which relieves pressures 
on both central and local 
government.’ | 

A truce has been declared on 
the original issue of rate relief 
while the council’s chief finan. _ 
cial officer produces a full” 
report on the situation. 
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Have you got 
your cards yet? 


Mr Charles Rowbotham. 


Picture by bas of Grimsby Evening Telegraph 


‘Spastics i in Ulster. 


Fleming Fulton School are the 
only schools which are not 
Segregated by religion. All the 
other schools from grammar 
down to those for the edu- 
cationally subnormal are segre- 
gated—although one or two of 
the grammar schools are trying 
to integrate. 

Apart from the bombs and 
the bullets though, there are 
the same problems facing par- 
ents of disabled children in 
Antrim as much as Aberdeen, 
Belfast as in Birmingham; 
Lack of access, lack of knows 
ledge, where to turn and what 
to do, echoes of uncompre- 
hending bureaucracy. One 
mother took her child to the 
doctor who glanced at the 
medical history with the 
initials CP indicating Cerebral 


Palsy, and said: ‘1 see your 
child has had Chicken Pox,’ 


There is a new poster on 


THE Mayor of Grimsby, Councillor Peter Ellis made a 
bee-line for the Christmas card and calendar stall after 
he had opened South Humberside Spastics Society’s 
annual fair. With him (left to right) are Mr Christopher 
Moore, the group’s Vice-Chairman, and Councillor Mat 
Quinn, President. Salespeople are Mrs Ida Norton a 


: 
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the hoardings in Belfast—in 
black and white it depicts a 
wall with the chalked messagei 
‘7 years is enough—OK? 
When you're born disabled 
there can be no limit on yout 
battle for independence, but 
in the Province’s two schools 
for the physically handicapped 
it is the only battle being 
fought, where sectarianism is 
forgotten, where the spasti¢ 
child of a British Army soldiet 
is just another pupil. : 

Said the Headmaster = 
Mitchell House School: id 


“Troubles” do not spill ov 
into the school—we’re a 
lutely integrated—and what’ 
more, so are the parents—they 
all mix wonderfully well.” 
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